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P~ SUERFAE 75215 ) - M Dr. Hsiao-yun Wu is associate curator in the Department
of Antiquities at the National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan. She studied archaeology at
the Peking University and at the University of Oxford. Her research particularly focuses on
ancient Chinese chariots, cultural interactions between the steppes and the Central Plains,
and Chinese mirrors. She has published several papers and books on chariots and mirrors,
including the book Chariots in Early China: Origins, Cultural Interaction, and Identity (2013).
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Re-interpret the Tradition with Cast Imitations
The Imperial Mirrors Accomplished in the Qianlong Reign

The noticeable care that the Emperor Qianlong placed on his collections of
bronze mirror is worthy of our aftention. Qianlong demanded the Workshops of the
Imperial Household Department to have the bronze mirrors documented in the Xiging
Sijian illustrated catalogues of ancient bronze paired with custom-made mirror case
under the same name, and the organization of ancient bronze mirrors had continued
to complete the Ningshao Xujian mirror case after his abdication. The Emperor
Qianlong repeatedly ordered craftsmen to produce imitations of ancient mirrors,
and participated in the design process of the various album-style cases. These
illustrated catalogues, ancient mirrors, imitations of ancient mirror and album-style
cases all consist of vibrant individuality and the characteristic of the era, and they
provide the crucial information to acknowledge the emperor Qianlong’s collection,
his achievements to imitate antiques, and innovations of the craftsmanship.

This research investigates Qianlong’s perspectives, inferests, and models and
contents selected for the imperial mirrors through further organization and examination
of bronze mirrors that he collected or manufactured. By analyzing the actual objects,
styles, and details, examining the archives of Workshops of the Imperial Household
Department, and comparing with ancient illustrated catalogues to explore the
understanding and applications of ancient and contemporary bronze mirrors in
the Qianlong court, and the relationship among the ancient illustrated catalogues,
connoisseurship of ancient mirrors in the Qing court, and the re-production of patterns
on the mirrors. This research centres around the imitations of ancient mirrors in hope fo
fully comprehend the collection and connoisseurship of the emperor Qianlong and to
provide a new viewpoint on creations that based on this foundation.
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